+) 
< 


THE 


COOPER ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB 


Volume 


CONTENTS 
Annotated List the Birds the Barr Lake District, Adams County, Colorado 
Nesting Diomedea nigripes and Midway Islands 
The Only Known Breeding Ground Creciscus coturniculus (with two photos) 
Nest the California Bi-colored Blackbird (with one 127 
Nesting the Arizona Junco (with one photo).......... 129 
Nesting the Rufous-crowned Sparrow (with photos) 
Notes the Birds Los Coronados Islands, Lower California (with one photo) 
FROM FIELD AND STUDY 
The Northern Spotted Owl 138 
Sumichrast Blackbird Tamaulipas, Mexico... ........ Austin Paul Smith 138 
Note the Nesting the Cliff Swallow.. Shepardson 138 
Some Unusual Records from Portland, Oregon Stanley Jewett 138 
Two Waders Note from Santa Catalina Island.................. Grinnell 139 
Further Notes the American Crossbill Grinnell 139 


Entered as second- class matter February, 1908, at the post office at Los Angeles (Hollywood 
Station), California, under Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 
Issued from The Office of The Condor, First National Bank Building, Hollywood, Cal. : = 


Price List Cooper Club Publications 


Some these are very Scarce 


THE CONDOR 


Vol. I—1899—Bulletin the Cooper Ornithological Club. complete Vols. hand 


Land Birds Placerville, Cal.’’ (Central Sierra Nevada Mountains) 
By CHESTER BARLOW 

PACIFIC COAST AVIFAUNA 

1900—Birds the Kotzebue Sound Region, Alaska. pp. and map, cts. 


By J. GRINNELL 


No. II, Birds Santa Cruz County, R.c. McGrecor pp., cts. 
No. III, List California Birds; 100 and maps, cts. 
No. 1909—A Bibliography California Ornithology; 166 pp., 


Address: EUGENE LAW, Business Manager 
Hollywood, California. 
LEE CHAMBERS, Business Manager 


Santa Monica, California. 


When replying to advertisements please mention THE CONDOR 


‘MAGAZINE: 


Volume July-August 1909 Number 


ANNOTATED LIST THE BIRDS THE BARR LAKE DIS- 
TRICT, ADAMS COUNTY, 


HERSEY and ROBERT ROCKWELL 


WITH SIX PHOTOS BY THE AUTHORS 


submitting the following annotated the birds the Barr Lake district, 
the writers fully realize that not complete list the species which occur 
that section. There have been omitted number species that without 

reasonable doubt occur there, because lack absolute identification. Most 
the birds included the list have been taken and identified, and the few that have 
been included without specimens being taken are birds positive identification- 
marks like the Lark Bunting and Black-necked Stilt, not easy mistake. 

For want natural boundaries, the Lake district’’ here treated, 
circular area fifteen miles diameter, with the station Barr This 
area located Adams County, nineteen miles northeast Denver, typical 
prairie country, and twenty-seven miles east the foothills the Rocky 
Mountains and altitude about 5100 feet. The chain lakes which fur- 
nishes the material for this list almost entirely artificial, the two large lakes 
(which, combined, cover area about eleven hundred acres) being artificial 
irrigation reservoirs, and the long chain lakes ponds below, being caused 
seepage from the main reservoirs. The scope this list has been arbitrarily 
determined, and sufficient size include portion the valley the South 
Platte River, the principal stream northeastern Colorado, and portion Box 
Elder Creek, typical prairie stream, draining the territory east and south Barr, 
and emptying into the Platte. 

This did enable include our list several species birds, typical 
wooded areas and not found treeless sections, for example the Rocky 
Mountain Screech Owl and the Brown Thrasher. 

The point greatest interest this list, the bird student, will perhaps 
the avifaunal changes that have taken place the result changed environmental 
conditions. years ago this entire district was covered with sage-brush, 
cactus and gramma grass, and was good hunting ground for antelope. Probably 


* An advance print of 100 copies of this article under special cover was issued from Santa Clara, June 28, 1909. 
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not two dozen species birds could have been recorded the district. The fol- 
lowing year water was brought into the district and with the water came birds. 
Today there string lakes, ponds and marshes, covered with tules, cat-tails, 
and other vegetation common such locations, fourteen miles length, and from 
one-half one and one-half miles width. forms ideal summer home 
for large number and variety water birds. Cottonwood groves have been 
planted and have grown good-sized trees. Cottonwoods and willows have 
sprung along the shores the lakes, furnishing nesting sites for many 
perching birds. The surrounding country under cultivation, furnishing 
abundant food for the seed-eaters. The lakes are teeming with fish and many other 
forms aquatic life, and the swamps and marshes are rich insect life. These 
varying environmental conditions, together with the well-wooded valley the 
Platte the west, Box Elder Creek the east, and the vast, dry, rolling prairie 
stretching away all sides, furnish field for bird study almost ideal every 
particular.* 

has been our purpose make this list brief possible, especially with 
reference the common birds whose status well establisht, but include 
any facts which our opinion would add the present knowledge our subject. 
have endeavored have the nomenclature conform the latest publisht 


Colymbus auritus. Horned Grebe. birds were seen small lake 
northeast Barr, May 1906. There question regarding their 
Hersey 

Colymbus nigricollis californicus. American Eared Grebe. Summer resident, 
common. Nests commonly during May and June, but not plentifully the 
succeeding species. 

Podilymbus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe. Summer resident, very common. 
Nests abundantly thruout May, June and early July. 

Gavia immer. Common Loon. Not uncommon migration. 

Larus argentatus. Herring Gull. uncommon during fall migra- 
(Hersey) 

Larus delawarensis. Gull. This gull, altho resident Barr 
having been recorded every month the year, has not been found nesting. 
flock about 100 birds spend the entire summer Barr Lake, but careful search 
has failed reveal nest, and the birds exhibit signs nesting. 

Larus Franklin Gull. bird seen October 17, 1907, flock 
Ring-billed Gulls (Hersey) 

Larus philadelphia. Bonaparte Gull. ‘‘One was killed Barr Lake during 
the fall 1907, but was not preserved.’’ 

Xema sabinii. Sabine Gull. birds were taken Barr Hersey the 
following dates: One September two October and one October 
31, 1908. 

Sterna forsteri. Forster Tern. resident,common. Occurs greater 
numbers and breeds more abundantly than the Black Tern. colony about 
100 breeding birds nest regularly small lake northeast Barr. The breeding 
season lasts from May 15th July Ist. 

Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis. Black Tern. resident; common. 
Nests regularly, tho not more than three nests have been found close 
proximity. 


*This list is to be followed by a table of dates of migration recorded for the Barr Lake district. 
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Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. American White Pelican. Not uncommon 
migration. Summer resident somewhat erratic occurrence. been noted 
Barr thruout the summer, but has not been found nesting. 

Mergus americanus. American Merganser. Winter resident, common. Com- 
mon migration. 

Merganser. Winter resident, not uncommon. 
Common migration. 

Lophodytes cucullatus. Merganser. Winter resident, not uncommon. 

Anas platyrhynchos. Mallard. Resident, abundant. More common win- 
ter than summer, altho plentiful thuout the nesting season. 

Anas fulvigula maculosa. Mottled Duck. these birds have been 


NEST AND EGGS OF FORSTER TERN 


killed Barr during the past fifteen years.’’ 

Chaulelasmus streperus. Gadwall. Summer resident, not uncommon. Abun- 
dant migration. few birds remain thruout the winter. 

Mareca americana. Baldpate. Summer resident, not 
erus. Plentiful during migration. 

Nettion carolinensis. Teal. Abundant during 
migration; common during the nesting season and not uncommon during the 
winter. 

Querquedula discors. Blue-winged Teal. Summer resident, abundant. 
far the most abundant breeding duck. and cyanoptera are the last the 
migrating ducks arrive the spring and the first leave the fall. 
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Querquedula cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. Summer resident, common. 
common breeder, but not plentiful numbers 

Spatula clypeata. Shoveller; Spoonbill. Summer resident, common. Abun- 
dant migration. Our observations lead infer that does not nest 
large numbers Barr most the common ducks, altho judging from the num- 
ber birds seen fully common the other species. 

Dafila acuta. Pintail. Resident. With the teal the most 
abundant breeder Barr. few birds remain thruout the winter, and the first 
spring migrants from the south are usually Pintails. 

Aix sponsa. Wood Duck. took two these birds two miles west Barr 
Lake during the fall 1889.’’ (Hersey) 


Ve 


NEST AND EGGS OF CINNAMON TEAL 


Marila americana. Redhead. Summer resident, not uncommon. Abundant 
migration, more especially during the spring movement. Nests some 
numbers. 

Marila vallisneria. Summer resident, not common. Common 
during migration, especially during the spring movement. Breeds sparingly. 

Marila marila. American Scaup Duck. Migratory; rare. 

Marila affinis. Scaup Duck. Abundant during spring migration. 
few nest Barr. 

Marila collaris. Ring-necked Duck. ‘‘I have never taken this species Barr, 
but undoubtedly occurs there times, during migration.’’ (Hersey 
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Clangula clangula americana. American Golden-eye. Winter resident, not 
uncommon. Common during migration. 

Clangula islandica. Barrow Golden-eye. Winter resident, not common. Not 
uncommon during migration. 

Charitonetta albeola. Bufflehead. Common migration. 

americana. American Scoter. Migratory, rare. been taken 
Barr.’’ 

Oidemia deglandi. White-winged Scoter. Migratory, rare. was shot 
Barr Lake near Denver, November 1898, and reported Mr. 
(Cooke’s Birds Colorado, 2nd App. 

Oidemia perspicillata. Surf Scoter. Migratory, rare. October 22, 


7. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF REDHEAD 


1899, Mr. Meek shot fine male Barr Lake, near Denver. The female 
was with but was not secured. ‘Three other specimens were known the same 
place within the next week.’’ (Cooke’s Birds Colorado, 2nd App., 196.) 

Erismatura jamaicensis. Ruddy Duck. Summer resident, common. Nests 
rather commonly. Many nests other species ducks were found contain 
the Ruddy. 

Chen hyperborea. Snow Goose. Migratory, not common. few are 
seen every spring and occasionally the fall. 

Chen hyperborea Greater Snow Goose. Migratory, rare. Three 
birds were seen Hersey October 17, 1908. 

Anser albifrons gambeli. American White-fronted Goose. Migratory, not 
common. been taken occasionally Barr.’’ (Hersey) 
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Branta canadensis. Canada Goose. Winter resident, common. Common 
during migration. 

Branta canadensis hutchinsii. Goose. Not plentiful formerly. 
flock seven birds wintered Barr during the winter 1908-09 company 
with large flock canadensis. 

Branta canadensis minima. Cackling Goose. Rare. ‘‘Only one bird observed 
twelve (Hersey) 

Olor columbianus. Whistling Swan. Migratory, not common. 

Olor buccinator. ‘Trumpeter Swan. Migratory, not uncommon. 
plentiful during migration than (Hersey) 

Plegadis autumnalis. Glossy Ibis. Rare. one the Hersey collec- 
tion taken June, 1905. 

Plegadis guarauna. White-faced Glossy Ibis. Summer resident. birds 
were seen Barr the following dates: May 25, and 31, 1907, and April 
June 13, and 21, 1908. While these dates would seem indicate that the 
birds nested Barr, were unable detect any evidences breeding. 
specimens were shot Barr Lake, near Denver, October (Cooke’s 
Birds Colorado, 2nd App., 197.) 

Botaurus lentiginosus. American Bittern. Summer resident, very common. 
Breeds some numbers. 

Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron. Summer resident, abundant. The birds 
that feed regularly the Barr lakes nest grove tall trees the Platte 
River about eight miles west and south Barr. The colony 1908 was com- 
posed about 100 pairs each Great Blue and Black-crowned Night Herons. 
August 1906, over 100 Blue Herons were killed heavy hailstorm 
Upper Barr Lake. 

Ardea egretta. American Egret. definite record for Barr one 
taken Hersey, which now the Hersey collection. 

Ardea candidissima. Snowy Heron. Summer resident, not common. 
three birds are seen every summer frequent intervals, but indications 
nesting have been observed. 

Nycticorax nycticorax naevius. Black-crowned Night Heron. Summer resi- 
dent, abundant. About 100 pairs have nested cat-tail 
one the smaller lakes for number years 1908; but after the destruc- 
tion their favorite nesting site fire the fall 1907 they joined the Great 
Blue Heron colony the Platte River. 

Grus americana. Whooping Crane. Not common. Seen only migration, 
and not all recent years. 

Grus canadensis. Little Brown Crane. Not common. Seen only migra- 
tion. 

Grus mexicana. Sandhill Crane. Not uncommon migration. 

Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail. Summer resident, abundant. Nesting 
large numbers. Many remain thruout the winter. 

Porzana carolina. Sora. Summer resident, common. Nests plentifully, but 
month the year except December, January, and February. 

Fulica americana. American Coot. Summer resident, very abundant. Nests 
large numbers. few remain thruout the winter. 

Lobipes lobatus. Northern Phalarope. Common during migration. 

Steganopus tricolor. Wilson Phalarope. Summer resident, common. 
dant migration. Breeds not uncommonly. 
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Recurvirostra americana. American Avocet. Summer resident, not uncom- 
mon. the springs 1907 and 1908 about fifteen pairs birds nested 
Barr. In1908 eleven nests were found little island less than two acres area. 

Himantopus mexicanus. Black-necked Stilt. Very rare. The only one seen 
Hersey during fifteen years’ observation was recorded June 1907. 

Gallinago delicata. Wilson Snipe. Resident. few nest Barr, and good 
many more remain thruout the winter. 

Macrorhamphus scolopaceus. Dowitcher. Very common during 
migration. 

Micropalama himantopus. Stilt Sandpiper. Very common during migration. 
The hailstorm August 1906, mentioned before, killed hundred more 
them. 


NEST AND EGGS OF AMERICAN AVOCET 


Pisobia maculata. Pectoral Sandpiper. Common during migration. 

Pisobia fuscicollis. White-rumped Sandpiper. Migrant, not common. 

Pisobia bairdii. Baird Sandpiper. most abundant sandpiper Barr 
during migration. 

Pisobia minutilla. Least Sandpiper. Almost abundant during migration 
Both and minutilla have been observed frequently thruout 
May, and has been observed twice during June, hence not unreason- 
able expect that one both may yet found breeding there. 

Ereunetes pusillus. Semipalmated sandpiper. Migratory, rare. 

Ereunetes mauri. Western Sandpiper. Migratory, not common. 

Calidris Not uncommon during fall migration. 
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Kight ten birds were taken during the fall 1908, and might have been easily 
secured. One was secured May 31, 1908. 

Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit. Common during spring migration. 

Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs. Abundant during migration. 

Totanus Lesser Yellow-legs. The most abundant shore-bird during 
migration with the possible exception both me/anoleucus and 
have been observed Barr during May, June and July, have not seen 
any indication the birds breeding. 

Helodromas solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper. Not uncommon during fall 
migration. 

Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inornatus. Western Willet. Very common 
migration, especially spring. 

Bartramia longicauda. Bartramian Sandpiper. Summer resident, un- 
common. nest containing fresh eggs was found June 28, 1907, one mile east 
Barr Lake. 

Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. Summer resident, 
regularly Barr, but limited numbers. few remain until extreme cold weather. 

Numenius americanus. Curlew. Summer resident, not common. 
Common during migration. 

Numenius hudsonicus. Hudsonian Curlew. Rare. few are seen nearly 
every (Hersey 

Squatarola Plover. Very common during both 
spring and fall migration. 

Charadrius dominicus. American Golden Plover. Not uncommon during mi- 
gration, but not plentiful .S. 

Oxyechus vociferus. resident; abundant. far the 
most numerous nesting shorebird. few remain thruout the winter. 

Agialitis semipalmata. Semipalmated Plover. Rare. Occasionally observed 
during spring migration. 

montana. Mountain Plover. Summer resident; very common. 
Nests commonly the dry prairie back from the lakes. 

Arenaria interpres Ruddy Turnstone. Migratory; rare. One 
the Hersey collection was taken Barr, September 1907. was collected out 

Colinus virginianus. Bob-white. Resident; common. 

Tympanuchus americanus. Prairie Hen. abundant northeastern 
part the State. 1907 one pair birds nested miles northeast Denver, 
near Barr, 1908 two pairs nested the same place, raising young.’’ 
(Hersey) One taken during the fall 1907 Barr had grasshoppers, 


kernels wheat and four oats, its stomach. 

Zenaidura macroura carolinensis. Mourning Dove. Summer resident; abundant. 

Cathartes aura Turkey Vulture. Summer resident; not 
uncommon, but not plentiful formerly. 

Circus hudsonius. Marsh Hawk. Summer resident, common. Very common 
during migration. 

Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. Common during migration. 

Accipiter cooperii. Cooper Hawk. Common during migration. 

Astur atricapillus. American Goshawk. Not uncommon during migration. 

Buteo borealis calurus. Western Common during migration. 

Buteo swainsoni. Swainson Hawk. Summer resident; not common. Not 
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uncommon during migration. Nests commonly along the prairie streams east 
Barr. 

Archibuteo lagopus sancti-johannis. American Common during 

Archibuteo ferrugineus. Ferruginous Rough-leg. Very common during 
migration. 

Aquila chrysaetos. Golden Eagle. Winter resident; common. 

Halizetus leucocephalus. Bald Eagle. Resident; not common. 

Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon. Migratory; not common. 

Falco peregrinus anatum. Duck Hawk. Common during migration. 

Falco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk. Rather common during migration. 


NEST AND EGGS OF KILLDEER 


Falco columbarius richardsonii. Richardson Merlin. Migratory; rare. Only 
two definite records from Barr that know of. 

Falco sparverius. Sparrow Hawk. resident, abundant. The com- 
monest hawk the Barr district. Very rare winter. One was taken near Barr 
about Jan. 1909. 

Falco sparverius phaloena. Desert Sparrow Hawk. Summer resident, not 
common. (?) few specimens referable have been taken Barr. 

Pandion haliaetus carolinensis. Osprey; Fish Hawk. Not uncommon during 

Asio wilsonianus. Owl. Resident; not common. Nests along 
the Platte River. 


< 
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Asio flammeus. Short-eared Owl. Resident; more common winter than 
summer. Still more plentiful during migration. 

Glaux acadicus. Saw-whet Owl. have never taken Barr, but have 
heard the evening several occasions during spring migration.’’ (Hersey) 

Otus asio maxwelliae. Rocky Mountain Screech Owl. Resident; common 
along all the well-wooded streams. 

Bubo virginianus pallescens. Western Horned owl. Resident; common. 
Breeds commonly Box Elder Creek only few miles southeast Barr. 

Nyctea nyctea. Snowy Owl. Winter visitant; rare. 

Speotyto cunicularia hypogaea. Burrowing Owl. Summer resident; abundant. 
few remain during the winter. 

Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. Resident; common thruout the State, but 
rare Barr. 

Dryobates villosus monticola. Rocky Mountain Hairy Woodpecker. Winter 
resident; not uncommon. 

Dryobates pubescens homorus. Batchelder Woodpecker. Winter resident; not 
uncommon. 

Sphyrapicus varius nuchalis. Red-naped Sapsucker. Not uncommon 
migration. 

Melanerpes erythrocephalus. Woodpecker. Summer resident; 
common. 

Colaptes auratus luteus. Northern Flicker. Rare. ‘‘Several that have been 
taken Barr are referable authors, but nearer 

Colaptes cafer collaris. Red-shafted Flicker. Resident; abundant. com- 
monest breeding woodpecker. 

Phalaenoptilus Poorwill. Rare; one taken May 18, 1907, the 
only definite record. 

Chordeiles virginianus henryi. Western Nighthawk. Summer resident; 
abundant. 

Selasphorus platycercus. Broad-tailed Hummingbird. Summer resident; not 
uncommon. 

Tyrannus tyrannus. Kingbird. Summer resident; abundant. Breeds 
large numbers around Barr. 

Tyrannus Arkansas Kingbird. Summer resident; abundant. 
Breeds large numbers Barr. 

Tyrannus vociferans. Cassin Kingbird. Summer resident; rare. 

Sayornis saya. Say Phoebe. Summer resident; abundant. 

Myiochanes richardsonii. Western Wood Pewee. Summer resident; common. 

Otocoris alpestris leucolaema. Horned Lark. abundant. 
One the commonest breeding birds the prairie. 

Pica pica hudsonia. American Magpie; Black-billed Magpie. Resident, 
abundant. 

Aphelocoma woodhousei. Woodhouse Jay. Winter visitant; rare. 

Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis. Western Crow. Summer resident; not 
common, altho few breed around Barr. Common during migration, occasional- 
very large flocks. 

Molothrus ater. Cowbird. Summer resident; common numbers 
their eggs are found nests the Red-winged Blackbird. 

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Blackbird. Summer resident; 
extremely abundant. 
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Agelaius phoeniceus fortis. Red-wing. 

Agelaius phoeniceus San Diego Red-wing. series skins 
collected intervals about week, from October 1907, June 1908, 
the vicinity Denver was sent the Biological Survey for identification. this 
number skins were takén Barr, which were identified Mr. Oberholser 
fortis, while the remaining skin, taken November 28, was labeled neutralis. 
the remaining skins, all taken the vicinity Littleton, Arapahoe County, 
were labeled fortis and five All the skins labeled were fall 
specimens. Resident, very abundant, but not plentiful during the summer 
xanthocephalus. 


NEST AND YOUNG OF YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD 


Sturnella neglecta. Western Meadowlark. Summer resident; abundant. One 
the commonest breeding birds the Barr Lake district. Winter resident; not 
uncommon. 

Icterus bullocki. Bullock Oriole. Summer resident; abundant. 

Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. Brewer Blackbird. Summer resident; common. 

Quiscalus aeneus. Bronzed Grackle. Summer resident; not common. 

Coccothraustes vespertinus montanus. Western Evening Grosbeak. Winter 
visitant; not common. 


j 
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Carpodacus cassini. Cassin Purple Finch. Winter visitant; not uncommon. 
Common during latter part March and April. 

Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. House Finch. Resident; very common. 
rather more plentiful during the breeding season than during the winter. 

Loxia curvirostra stricklandi (?) Mexican Crossbill. Winter visitant, rare. 
Owing lack material there some question whether these birds are 

Acanthis linaria. Winter resident; common. 

Astragalinus Goldfinch. Barr only during 
(Hersey 

Astragalinus psaltria. Arkansas Goldfinch. Summer resident; not uncommon. 

Spinus pinus. Pine Siskin. during spring migration some 

Passer domesticus. English Sparrow. Altogether too abundant everywhere. 

Calcarius lapponicus alascensis. Alaskan Longspur. Winter resident; abun- 
dant times. 

Pooecetes gramineus Western Vesper Sparrow. Summer resident; 
common. 

Passerculus sandwichensis alaudinus. Western Savanna Sparrow. Common 
migration. 

Coturniculus savannarum bimaculatus. Western Grasshopper Sparrow. 
mer resident; not uncommon and breeds. 

Chondestes grammacus sirigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. Summer resident; 
common. Probably the commonest breeding sparrow. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow. Common migration. 


Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii. Intermediate Sparrow. uncommon in. 


’ 


migration, coming earlier spring than 

Spizella monticola ochracea. Western Tree Sparrow. Winter resident; 
abundant. 

passerina arizonae. Western Chipping Sparrow. Summer 
and times abundant. 

Spizeila breweri. Brewer Sparrow. Not uncommon migration. Not com- 
mon summer resident Barr. 

Junco aikeni. White-winged Junco. Winter resident; rare. 

Junco hyemalis connectens. Intermediate Junco. Winter resident; not un- 
common. 

Junco hyemalis mearnsi. Pink-sided Junco. Winter resident, common. 

Junco phaeonotus caniceps. Gray-headed Junco. Not uncommon spring 
migration. 

Peucaea cassini. Cassin Sparrow. Summer resident. 
pairs were seen during the spring 1907 and one nest with eggs was taken. 
During the spring 1908 the birds were much rarer, not more than three being 
seen. 

melodia montana. Mountain Song Sparrow. Resident; common. 
Breeds commonly and occurs summer and winter about equal abundance. 

Melospiza lincolnii. Lincoln Sparrow. Summer resident, not common. One 
the Hersey collection was taken April 15, 1907. 

Pipilo maculatus arcticus. Arctic Towhee. resident; not common. 
taken them late May 6th.’’ 

Towhee. Notuncommon during migration. 

Zamelodia melanocephala. Black-headed Grosbeak. Summer resident; common. 
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Calamospiza melanocorys. Bunting. Summer resident; abundant. One 
the most abundant breeding birds. 

Passerina amoena. Bunting. Migratory; rare. 

Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager. uncommon migration.’’ 
(Hersey 

Petrochelidon lunifrons. Cliff Swallow. Summer resident abundant. 

Hirundo erythrogaster. Barn Swallow. Summer resident; common. 

Riparia riparia. Bank Swallow. Summer resident; common. 

Stelgidopteryx serripennis. Rough-winged Swallow. Summer resident; not 
uncommon. 

Lanius borealis. Northern Shrike. resident; common. 

Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides. White-rumped Shrike. Summer resident; 
common. Breeds abundantly the prairie streams just east Barr. 

Vireosylva gilva. Warbling vireo. Not uncommon during migration. 

Helminthophila celata. Orange-crowned Warbler. Barr during 
spring migration.’’ 

Dendroica aestiva. Yellow Warbler. Summer resident; very common. 
Breeds commonly around the lakes. 

Dendroica Myrtle Warbler. Very common during spring migration. 

Dendroica auduboni. Audubon Warbler. Abundant during migration. 

Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler. only record one taken May 
1908, Hersey. 

Oporornis tolmiei. Warbler. Common during migration. 

Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. Western Yellowthroat. Summer resident; 
abundant. Breeds commonly the cat-tail swamps around the lakes. 

Wilsonia pusilla. Wilson Warbler. Not uncommon migration. 

Setophaga ruticilla. American Redstart. seen company with several 
other migrating warblers, May 10, 1908.’’ (Rockwell) 

Anthus rubescens. Pipit. Abundant during migration. 

Mimus polyglottos leucopterus. Western Mockingbird. Summer resident; not 
uncommon. Nests sparingly Barr, and commonly along the prairie streams 
few miles east Barr. 

Dumetella carolinensis. Catbird. Not migration. Summer 
resident; not common. nests Barr.’’ (Hersey 

Toxostoma rufum. Brown Thrasher. Not uncommon during migration. 
resident and breeds along the Platte river few miles west and north 
Barr.’’ (Rockwell) 

Salpinctes obsoletus. Rock Wren. Not uncommon during migration. 

Troglodytes aedon parkmanii. Western House Wren. Not uncommon during 
migration. resident and breeds the Platte River few miles west and 
north Barr.’’ (Rockwell) 

Telmatodytes palustris plesius. Interior Tule Wren. resident; 
common Barr and probably nests there. have taken every month the 

Certhia familiaris montana. Rocky Mountain Creeper. Winter visitant; rare. 

Sitta carolinensis nelsoni. Rocky Mountain Nuthatch. Winter visitant; not 
common. occasionally the late fall.’’ (Hersey 

Penthestes atricapillus septentrionalis. Chickadee. 
dent; not uncommon. 

Regulus calendula. Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Migratory, rare. 
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Myadestes townsendii. Townsend Solitaire. uncommon fall migration 
(Hersey) 

Hylocichla guttata auduboni. Audubon Hermit Thrush. Migrant; times 
abundant during the spring movement. 

Planesticus migratorius propinquus. Western Robin. Summer resident; 
abundant. 

Mountain Bluebird. Summer resident; not common. 
More common during migration. 
Denver, Colorado. 


MIDWAY ISLANDS 


MONG the smallest and most isolated this country’s outlying territorial 
possessions the coral group appropriately known Situated 

Lat. 28° 13’ N., Long. 177° 21’ W., the largest—Sand Island—only 
measures about one mile length half that distance diameter; almost the 
entire surface barren sand, the highest point being some feet above sea 
level. Were not for light-house and relay station for the long trans-Pacific 
cable, the entire group would well-nigh forgotten. 

might expected have thus afforded ideal breeding resort for num- 
bers pelagic birds, and for several years tried obtain some definite informa- 
tion regarding the local avifauna, but without avail until, 1906 and 1907, two 
naval medical confreres were temporarily stationed this outpost and, with the 
greatest pains, most kindly collected, prepared and forwarded number 
eggs, with notes, photographs and descriptions the birds. Drs. Camp- 
bell and Baker, Navy, Iam much indebted, and take this opportunity 
expressing thanks and appreciation. 

While was aware that the Laysan Albatross bred Midway company 
with another species, was surprised and particularly pleased when the photos and 
descriptions accompanying certain eggs showed beyond doubt that they were 
referable the eggs which, far aware, have not hith- 
erto been fully described. may add that the identification was kindly confirmed 
Dr. Charles Richmond, the Smithsonian Institution. 

nearly all publisht descriptions eggs the Diomedeidae they are referred 
terms somewhat follows: sometimes speckled sprinkled 
larger end with reddish brown’’ (Ridgway), giving the impression that they 
resemble, large scale, eggs the Stormy Petrel, While this may 
true some species, would inappropriate for great many specimens 
tho some are faintly speckled even immaculate. many 
instances, however, these eggs are boldly and handsomely splasht with dark brown- 
ish red, some forming cap wreath about one end, usually the larger; 
others, extending over nearly one-half the shell; fact there much color, 
relatively, average egg any our larger Buteos, tho apt 
more constantly confined one end. Compared with eggs they 


July, 1909 NESTING DIOMEDEA NIGRIPES AND IMMUTABILIS 123 


average more color, but extremes easily overlap and identity can not determined 
from the eggs alone. specimens each measure inches follows:— 

The sizes are thus about the same. 

Regarding the nesting habits, Dr. Campbell noted interesting point dif- 
ference the two species; both lay slight hollows scratcht the bare sand, 
but usually heaps this material ridge around the 
says ‘‘the bird, sitting the nest and reaching out far possible, picks sand 
its bill and deposits same around the edge until built four five inches. 
noticed the difference contour nests ‘the two species, and white pair 
(Laysan) made nest just beyond door was enabled discover how was 
done. The building the sides making the nest higher and also 
provides shallow ditch all around it, which certainly makes drier when there 

Each pair birds—and this applies both species—rarely lays more than one 
egg season, undisturbed; and second egg should deposited the first 
thrown out, leaving but one incubate. If, was formerly the case, the nests 
are systematically robbed, four eggs are usually supplied each. 

1906, arrived the first week November, following 
few days later, and the 20th the month both species had deposited eggs. 
Dr. Campbell believes that the birds pair after arrival, but would seem that some, 
least, may have mated previously. 

Incubation lasts about six weeks, both birds taking turns the nest that 
the egg constantly covered. The young are fed, the well-known manner, 
regurgitation from the throat the parent, remaining about the Islands until the 
following June July, that the entire reproductive period occupies about one- 
half the year. 

appears, according that there are about dozen 
species birds that commonly breed these islands, but excepting the albatrosses 
all nearly all breed during our summer months, chiefly June and July. 

Since May, 1908, the small detachment marines, formerly maintained 
Midway, has been withdrawn, opportunities for further ornithological observa- 
tions are limited. The islands, however, now constitute government bird reserve, 
under the protection, believe, the Audubon Society, and hoped that 
they may long afford harbor refuge for the feathered wanderers yearly assem- 
bled from the Pacific wastes. 


Washington, 


THE ONLY KNOWN BREEDING GROUND CREC/SCUS 
COTURNICULUS 
INGERSOLL 
WITH TWO PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR 
the past four seasons, probably more, small colony California 
Black Rails have made their home limited area the weed-covered 


tide lands San Diego Bay. ‘These breeding grounds are between 
National City and Chula Vista. 
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While searching for the undiscovered the Large-billed Sparrow, May 
1908, took few high steps break way thru tangled mass weeds and 
was surprised see rise near right knee, California Black Rail. Examination 
dense growth ambigua brought light well concealed nest 
with one whole and three smasht eggs. egg-smeared boot explained the un- 
fortunate destruction what would have proved valuable addition any oological 
collection. Incubation had commenced each egg this small set. nest, 
well empty one found similar location distance few hundred 
feet, was placed from ten twelve inches above the mud. flusht birds 
directly. from two nests, imagined should have difficulty securing 
specimens searcht for diligently; time has shown the fallacy that idea. 
Extensive field experience thruout this and several other states, warrants the writer 
that there bird whose nest more difficult find than occupied 
nest the species under consideration. Some our small feathered denizens 
the forest effectually conceal their homes bewildering foliage tall trees, but 
the nesting site can usually located sharp-eyed and patient collector watch- 
ing the birds during building operations. 

The California Black Rails inhabit such dense vegetation, which 
abundance nesting material close hand, that work could carried 
distance six feet without one’s being aware the fact. special 
collecting trips this colony the undersigned, has resulted only one bird and 
three sets eggs; each occasion two six hours was spent most pains- 
taking search for specimens. have seen but ten birds. them were 
flusht young man and his dog; one was captured the same party seizing 
with his hand endeavored escape from the dog running, and the others 
were flusht myself. The dog would point the Rails and they glided away 
beneath the weeds, would follow along sniffing rapidly. catching sight 
little fugitive skulking from one shadowy retreat another, would bite it, 
one instance nabbing out most the tail feathers. These biting acts seemed 
playful nature and reminded one cat playing with captured mouse. 

The salt weeds this marsh are evergreen character and perennial, vary- 
ing little from season season. Old clumps Salicornia become more less 
matted down, forming ideal retreat for this secretive little bird. favorite 
nesting site one formed old top-heavy weed falling over growth previ- 
ous years sucha way leave shelf-like space between the layers stems 
and foliage. Away from the glaring sun such platform, concealed flimsy 
nest fine dry weed stems. weeds are too brittle admit weaving, and 
fall apart being lifted from the sustaining platform. Nests that are built 
the ground are sometimes much two inches thick the center. Even the 
best constructed nests partially fall away removal from the supporting weeds 
and earth. sewing around piece paper the bottom and making many 
stitches thru the balance nest, one can preserve about three-fourths the 
original material. the natural shape asewed specimen changed, render- 
ing unsatisfactory the careful student nature. excellent way taking 
fragile nests this character from the ground reasonably free stones, 
remove good sized piece earth containing the nest and surrounding vegetation. 

this article. This nest was obtained the following manner. The cover and bottom 
were removed from eight-by-twelve-inch wooden candy box; strips tin having 
one edge bent right-angle, were attacht with small nails each end and one 
side the box, proper distance form groove-like runway for the bottom 
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piece tin was arranged with suitable holes secured the front 
side the box after was filled, thereby supporting the bottom and locking 
place. This coverless box with bottom withdrawn, was placed over weeds and 
nest. carefully cutting all roots and mud along the edge, the box was caused 
settle until the top was about level with the surface. hole was dug front 
box sufficiently large permit the bottom board being placed the groove. 
Roots and earth were gradually cut away the bottom was shoved into place. This 
nest was situated exceptionally exposed place, and the eggs could seen 
thru the low that grew closely around the nest. 

The eggs were warm the touch when found. Judging from that fact, the 
setting bird had sneakt off approach. opportunity 


NEST OF THE CALIFORNIA BLACK RAIL, AS IT APPEARS AFTER REMOVAL, 
TO THE AUTHOR'S COLLECTION 


photograph her the nest would soon occur. Weeds were cleared away from the 
more open side that might have unobstructed view from selected place 
concealment. decided after unsucessful and tiresome wait one hours dura- 
tion, contented with photos the nest and eggs only. Wishing shoot the 
parents this first set own discovery, endeavored flush them repeat- 
edly returning quietly possible. The nest was also approacht running 
from different points the compass. Notwithstanding most the weeds 
within distance forty feet had been carefuly kickt birds this 
time were seen heard. While packing the eggs tuft cotton was blown from 
fingers; making quick grab, hand was thrust into clump weeds 
causing one the elusive birds rise and fly feebly thirty forty feet, then with 
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sort boomerang flight, hover and return within sixteen feet (actual measure- 
ment) the starting point. The bird flew slow seemed have difficulty 
keeping the air; this appeared flight observation. The bird turned its 
head and scrutinized with one its red eyes while flying off. The legs were 
hanging down until the turning point wasreacht. They were then drawn the 
body, and dropt she settled out sight tangled mass weeds. 

The whitish eggs have scarely perceptible tinge pink. They are finely 
speckled with bright reddish-brown and obscure lilac dots. average measure- 
ment the eggs .95x.71 inches. eggs exhibit great variations size and 
shape but are rather uniformly markt. believe the eggs this species could 
not mistaken for those any other The shells are close-grained hard 
texture. greater durability than any eggs similar size that know 


NEST AND SET OF SIX EGGS OF THE CALIFORNIA BLACK RAIL, LOCATED NEAR 
SAN DIEGO, APRII,.8, 1909 


of. One year’s exposure the elements not enough destroy the shell. 
1908, there were many eggs the California Black Rail floated out the nests 
the high tides, probably those March and 31. upwards 
thirty during May that year. They were then rotten 
dried up. Fourteen that were whole and perfectly dry were pickt 
during the present season; most them were bleacht entirely free markings. 
few that had lodged beneath the vegetation were still speckled. These dry eggs 
were least ten months old; possibly the salt water acted preservative. Six- 
teen old nests were found the immediate vicinity several 
occasions, eggs were found lodged weeds higher elevation than the nest from 
which they had floated. About one third the nests were built within two 
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inches the ground. cne nest being placed hight 
eighteen inches. 

accurate estimate the number birds this colony course impossi- 
ble; but judging from the number floaters and old nests, should say that 
1908, thirty pairs birds resided there that time. present unable 
describe any the notes the California Black Rail. All the birds observed were 
flying, and course voiceless, like other members the rail family, while the 
wing. The stomach contents the birds shot were indeterminable and lack 
knowledge their food habits. 

Mr. Park Harris, former resident San Diego, due the credit dis- 
covering the first eggs the California Black Rail. Mr. Frank Stephens killed 
California Black Rail May 28, 1908, and recorded the fact March-April, 1909, 
the earliest known summer record. All previous records are 
birds taken out breeding season. Most these birds have been recorded from points 
five hundred miles north National City. 

Thru the courtesy the State Board Fish Commissioners, was granted per- 
mission take six specimens the California Black Rail and also two nests and 
sets eggs. 

San Diego, California. 


NEST THE CALIFORNIA BI-COLORED BLACKBIRD 
JOSEPH MAILLIARD 


WITH ONE PHOTO BY THE AUTHOR 


RESENTED herewith photograph nest the California Bi-colored 
Blackbird gubernator Nelson) taken San Ger- 
onimo, Marin County, California, May 25, 1908. few these birds 

breed here every year some meadows that are somewhat swampy the spring 
and early summer. particular nest was situated the bank very small 
streamlet which meandered slowly thru the meadow, and was built bunch 
sedge afew inches above the water. was probably second laying such 
late date above. Whether some these birds are late breeders and others early, 
whether some them raise second brood the season problematical, and 
have opinion the subject. The fact that unusual thing see 
young birds flying about and yet find nests with fresh eggs the same meadow 
the last week May. 

Speaking this species reminds how difficult times maintain 
what seems the proper point view pertaining many matters. For 
instance personally endeavored assist the recent—and successful—effort 
prevent the state legislature from passing bill removing the protection the law 
from the meadowlark, and possibly other birds, the plea that these birds were 
very destructive certain crops. point view was that the meadowlark was 
bird whose usefulness was great comparison the amount damage which 
known sometimes guilty, and that, with the blackbird mentioned above, 
the farmer’s friend. 

Now happened just our fight the legislature was over that had some 
fifty acres oats planted some moist bottom-land our ranch Stanislaus 
County, California. The oats came along beautifully—and did the blackbirds. 
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The latter remained breed, but vanisht. cleaner sweep could hardly 
imagined. fast oat sprout would reach the surface there was black- 
bird—some with such beautiful crimson epaulettes—waiting for it, until the last 
one was gone. And yet this was early March when there was apparently great 
abundance food for even these rapacious appetites. this work crows and 
meadowlarks assisted the best their ability, but they were few and the black- 
birds were many. 

Now what has happened point view? Well, little bent, and 
somewhat wobbly, but probably will straighten out again when see these same 
birds carrying thousands fat green worms and other destructive but luscious 
insects away from the alfalfa fields feed their clamorous young. Still hate 
see hundred tons (to be) fine oat hay most brazenly stolen this 
way—and supposed friend!! 

San Francisco, California. 


NEST OF THE BI-COLORED BLACKBIRD; SAN GERONIMO, CALIFORNIA 


THE LITTLE BROWN CRANE CALIFORNIA 


GRINNELL 


the year 1903 saw, mounted, the taxidermy shop Roth Reynolds 
Los Angeles, specimen the Little Brown told 
that had been secured the vicinity; but failed follow the matter 

the time. 
wrote Mr. Reynolds lately regard the bird saw his shop, and under 
date December 27, 1908, writes follows: sold the Little Brown 
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Crane year ago. think was about ten twelve years ago that killed the 
bird out flock possibly Newport not far from Santa Ana [Orange 
County]. saw another big flock the time, probably 100 birds. can not give 
you any measurements; but you and both know was much smaller than the 
ordinary Sandhill all 

recently mentioned the subject Harry Swarth. who tells that 
used see small cranes the Los Angeles markets. were said have been 
shot the Centinela ranch, southwest Los Angeles some twelve Mr. 
Swarth bought two these market birds and made them into skins. These were 
subsequently disposed Mr. Outram Bangs. 

wrote Mr. Bangs early this year, the whereabouts the Swarth 
specimens. Under date February received the following reply: 
two cranes you speak are collection, and are follows: No. 11,- 
441, Bangs Coll.; bought Los Angeles market, fresh, March 21, 1904; 
wing, 470 tarsus, 178; culmen, 94. No. 11,440, Bangs Coll.; bought Los 
Angeles market, fresh, March 21, 1904; ad.; wing, 505; tarsus, 201; culmen, 
91. The bills are just about the same length both, but the roughnesses the 
forehead the older bird come down little more onto the base the culmen, 
making this measurement little shorter.’’ the above measurements conclu- 
sively prove, the birds question were 

Altho the present seems the first definite record the species for the 
State, there little doubt but that many records the 
Crane’’ really apply the Little Brown Crane. Coast Avifauna 
no. 76) stated that, almost certain that this species cana- 
densis) common spring and fall migrant thru the State, specimens seem 
yet that specimens have been identified seems all the more 
probable that this Crane regular occurrence during the migrations, and per- 
haps also during the winter, the southern part the State. 

The Sandhill Crane mexicana) undoubtedly the species—as correctly 
recorded many places—which summers various parts California. 
Little Brown Crane summers far the northward us. 

Berkeley, 


NESTING THE ARIZONA JUNCO 
FRANK WILLARD 
WITH ONE PHOTO THE AUTHOR 


the several Juncos which visit the Huachuca Mountains, Arizona, during 
migration, but one, palliatus, remains breed. From 
the summit the mountains down altitude 6000 feet both 

slopes, the Arizona Junco may found nesting. early May have seen 
fully fledged young following their parents and being fed them. From the 
middle May till the last July fresh eggs the second brood may found. 
The nest placed the ground, and under stone often that the natives 
speak little bird which builds under have also found its 
nest under loose piece pine bark lying the ground, under exposed root 
overhung dry grass, under bunch weeds, pile brush, clump ferns, 
etc. photo shown herewith nest taken May 25, 1907. was located 
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few feet from the trail Miller Conyon altitude 8000 feet, and was 
placed under bunch ferns and grass. The female sat close and was very tame 
after being flusht, coming within few feet me. are common 
characteristics the species, particularly when the eggs are incubated, this 
instance. 

Both birds come around when nest disturbed and are very noisy. Their 
outcries frequently bring other species their assistance. one occasion pair 
each Plumbeous and Western Warbling Vireos, Red-faced and Black-throated 
Gray Warblers, Bridled Titmouse, Western House Wren and small female hummer 
responded and added their voices the clamor. 

The Juncos build their nests very fast, gathering the material nearby and 
carrying huge mouthfuls the nest. female alone does the nest building 
and, far have observed, assumes all the duties incubation. The nest 
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always well concealed, hint its presence showing from the outside. 

feeding the ground they usually couples, hopping around under 
logs, stones and brush, uttering occasional contented They also feed 
warbler-like the trees, usually singly. They possess very pretty little song, the 
strongest which closely resembles the song the Olive Warbler. most 
noticeable when heard such distance lose the softer passage. When sing- 
ing they frequently sit motionless lower branch pine fir, uttering their 
short song from time time with such ventriloquistic effect completely 
deceive the listener regards their position and distance. 

The birds are quite fearless and will come right person who remains 
still. Their confiding ways make them great favorites with the prospectors who 
frequently feed several pairs around their camps. ‘The Juncos get along well with 
the other birds but are quite quarrelsome among themselves. 
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The eggs, three four number, are usually plain white with tinge 
blue which seems get darker incubation advances. Frequently one more 
the eggs have some small brown spots scattered over their surfaces. birds 
not readily desert nest and seem return the same locality year after year. 


Tombstone, Arizona. 


NESTING HABITS THE RUFOUS-CROWNED SPARROW 
HARRIET WILLIAMS MYERS 
WITH TWO PHOTOS THE AUTHOR 


the afternoon April friend stopt tell about bird that she did 
not know which was nesting the side hill their property. Being 
anxious see the nest visited the place with her and found the bird 

Rufous-crowned Sparrow species which had never 
before seen. 

The hill where the nest was situated uncultivated one just outside the Los 
Angeles city limits, overlooking the Arroyo Seco, and overgrown with the usual 
vegetation—clumps sage brush, wild oats, clover, grasses, and many varieties 
wild flowers. nest was placed directly the ground under clump grass 
over which white convolvulus was twining; owl clover, brodizeas, and lupines were 
blooming the same clump. nest itself resembled shape and size the Song 
Sparrow’s nest, being made brown grasses, lined with finer fibers and few 
horse hairs. contained three large pure white eggs. The noticable thing about 
them was their size, they more nearly comparing with Towhee’s egg than with that 
Song Sparrow. female was brooding and allowed come within three 
feet her inspection before she flew off the nest. Then she stationed her- 
self weed nearby and scolded most musical way. One note that she 
used sounded like ‘‘dear, dear’’, and reminded one note the Wren-tit tho 
was more plaintive. This found the common call note these sparrows. 
But the note which exprest the greatest disapproval presence was short, 
sharp one given rapidly possible. soon stept back from the nest 
the bird was quiet and flew bush farther the hill where she preened herself 
before returning the nest. 

The next morning was the nest ten o’clock. The bird was not brood- 
ing and was nowhere sight. 10:23 she came the top stake that stood 
just above the nest. From there, nearby bush, she gave vigorous scold- 
ing, using the single high-pitcht note given rapidly, varying once twice 
with the slower, more plaintive, ten minutes she ceased her 
scolding and flew about below until 10:49, twenty-three minutes after her 
coming, when she slipt thru the grass and ontothe nest. Ten minutes later 
saw and heard another bird this species way the hillside. not 
attempt come down the nest, but gave the single call note which the female 
the nest answered with low few minutes the bird the hillside flew 
away. was the only time during incubation that saw other than the brood- 
ing bird about. 

11:33 the brooding bird left the nest and went nearby bush where she 
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preened herself, said dear,’’ deliberately, and four minutes flew directly 
the hillside and out of. sight. 11:55 she returned and alighted the pole 
back the nest. presence evidently distrest her, for she gave her call several 
times and flirted her tail. moved farther away, but still sight, when she was 
quiet, and four minutes from the time her coming went the nest. For one 
hour and thirty-one minutes after the bird took the nest sat and watcht it, and 
when 1:30 left, she was still brooding. 

The next day took camera hoping get picture the brooding bird; 
but the presence the camera disturbed her that gave the undertaking. 

Two days later, 1:12, found the bird brooding. For hour and forty- 
six minutes she stayed the nest, not once turning moving. When she left 
the nest she did quietly, slipping thru the grass, then onto bush, and from 
there flying directly the hillside, route she invariably took. twenty-nine 
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minutes she returned, resting the stalk back the nest and calling 
dear’’ me; moved farther back and she took the nest. seemed that once 
she had the courage take the nest she felt safe, and presence did not disturb 
her even when was only few feet from her; but she was always somewhat shy 
about going when was very close. She did not mind was least ten feet 
away. 

Late Thursday afternoon—the 15th—when visited the nest the eggs were not 
hatcht. Friday forenoon three young were found place the eggs. Saturday 
afternoon little before six o’clock made trip the nest. The orange- 
skinned nestlings were partially covered with tufts black down. ten minutes 
old bird came nearby bush, inch-long green worm dangling from its 
bill. was about ten feet from the nest. After giving the plaintive call-note twice 
the bird carried the worm the nest. From where stood could not see just 
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how this worm was fed and effort get better view the bird flew out, 
small part the worm still the bill. ‘The mate had almost immediately followed 
the first bird the nest and when the first one flew out this other one went 
once the nest with his bill filled with small dark-looking substance. This was 
fed each nestling, not with the pumping motion regurgitation, but rather 
tho emptying the bill and mouth. The more study newly hatcht birds the more 
convinced that the supposition that all, nearly all, birds feed for the first 
few days regurgitation, fallacy. 

the morning the nineteenth when the young were three days old, 
9:27, found bird brooding. The morning was cloudy, with cool wind. The 
brooding bird lookt browner and Ithought had more stripes its back than the 
bird that had brooded the eggs. The dark stripe eye was also more 
pronounced and led wonder this bird was not the male. One marking 
both birds had which did not find mentioned the description them: 


ADULT RUFOUS-CROWNED SPARROW AT NEST JUST AFTER FEEDING YOUNG 


each side the rufous crown-patch, starting from the bill, was light stripe; from 
the center the patch-starting, from the bill was third stripe which, however, 
did not continue over the head and was scarcely more than spot. the brood- 
ing bird lookt out from the darkened nest and down me, she seemed have 
striped crown because this central light spot. 

10:15 heard the note Rufous-crowned Sparrow the hillside. 
10:23—fifty-six minutes after arrival—the brooding bird left the nest, slipping 
thru the grass and making his way weed stalk where preened himself and 
gave sharp note, sort that have heard given number species 
nesting near the ground. 

When the bird had left set the camera about two feet from the nest, cov- 
ering with large green cloth over which put sprays sage. With fifteen- 
foot tube attachment could stand, sit, far enough away partially 
screened the bushes. 

twelve minutes this bird flew the hillside. Twenty-two minutes later 
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heard bird call the hillside and soon one appeared with something its mouth. 
Tho the two birds were much alike that was hard tell them apart, one was 
much more shy than the other and believe the shy one was the female. This bird 
would not the nest while the camera was there but flew about giving the 
call note. When 11:25 the other bird, which believe was the male, came, the 
first bird swallowed the food she carried and flew away. ‘This last arrival carried 
long green worm his bill. This took the nest and fed one young bird. 
could see the green sticking the youngster’s throat still kept his 
mouth open, evidently not fully appreciating that anything had been deposited 
there. Finally gave little swallow, the worm disappeared and closed his 
mouth, satisfied. The old bird rested the edge the nest about three minutes 
and took bulb exposure. After that flew hillside. Fifteen minutes 
later both birds came with worms. One went the nest and fed, but one, 
before, would not the nest while the camera was there. 

Thirty-five minutes later, 12:25, the bird which took the male appeared 
with immense wasplike fly dangling from his bill, the body down and head held 
This was fed more than one young. When the bird had fed this 
time, crawled under the camera and green cloth effort get better view 
the bird the nest. 12:53 heard bird call the hillside. 1:06 and 
1:10 called from nearby and gave the scolding note. Evidently was discov- 
ered. 1:25, however, came the nest and fed one young. peekt 
thru small hole saw him resting the edge the nest and prest the bulb. 
the camera clickt raised his eyes see whence came the noise, 
but otherwise was motionless. before, gave bulb exposure and the bird did 
not stir until was over, when flew over the camera. 

this time the young birds were still quite naked—the only indication that 
they would ever otherwise being that the wing quills were just pricking thru. 

was four days before was again able visit the nest. Before reacht the 
nesting site was told that the nest was empty. The night before, the family had 
heard great commotion among the birds; but not realizing that they might 
distress they paid attention it. The next morning, the 23rd, they found the 
nest empty and the old birds nowhere sight. The young would have been one 
week old, but did not leave the nest their own accord amsure. doubt not 
that they were the victims skulking feline. many our birds are de- 
stroyed this way that sometimes wonder that any them ever grow up. Not 
until our cats are licensed, some way provided whereby the surplus strays can 
disposed of, will our birds receive the protection that should rightfully theirs. 


Los Angeles, California. 


NOTES THE BIRDS LOS CORONADOS ISLANDS 
LOWER CALIFORNIA 
PINGREE OSBURN 


WITH ONE PHOTO BY THE AUTHOR 


URING the spring 1908, was privilege make two trips the 

Coronado Islands, group lying twenty miles due south San Diego, 
California, and ten miles from the Mexican coast. 

South Island, the largest, two and half miles long one mile wide, and 
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about five hundred feet high. covered the eastern slope with sparse 
growth cactus and ice plant, and occasional patches grass and low brush. The 
western slope devoid vegetation. island more heavily overgrown with 
brush than the others and consequently contains more birds. The Quail are found 
here only, and would undoubtedly quite numerous were not for the depreda- 
ions wild house-cat, and the occasional visits excursionists carrying guns. 

The easternmost the two middle islands about three-quarters mile 
north South Island, and merely large jagged rock covered with low brush 
and guano. other twice large and lies short distance the westward. 
contains nothing interest and unimportant. 

About three-quarters mile northwest North Island, the most interesting 
the group. ‘This island one and half miles long and three-quarters mile 
wide, and about seven hundred feet high the highest point. sides are very 
steep and are only accessible the amphitheater-like slope near the eastern 
extremity. The entire island overgrown with ice plant, which the amphi- 


NESTING SITE OF XANTUS MURRELET IN CAVE AT EXTREME RIGHT OF 
OPPOSITE SHORE; NORTH ISLAND, LOS CORONADOS 


theater covers soft powdery earth. While digging out Auklets our clothing 
became saturated with the sticky fluid from the ice plant, and coated with mud, 
which made our work very much harder. However, this was not the only strenuous 
part our collecting, for during last trip were caught heavy wind while 
three miles south North Island. With the wind and current against our task 
was means easy one; but these experiences, not too serious, lend interest 
trip. 

April 1908, Mr. Beck and the writer made our first trip the is- 
lands. little launch ‘‘McKinley’’ took out and landed the cove near 
the north end South Island. stayed the Island one week, making side 
trips North and Middle Islands photograph and collect the rookeries there. 

months later, May 30, with friend, Mr. Chester Lamb, made the 
second trip. This time campt North Island the base the cliff the 
eastern end. 

making two trips these different dates was, therefore, able ascertain 
with some certainty the breeding habits the sea birds the islands. the 
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first trip visited the immense colony californicus North Island 
and Phalacrocorax penicillatus Middle Island. June campt the 
heart the Auklet colony, and within few yards the colony Larus 

Besides birds found reptiles abundance South Island and mouse 
Peromyscus), species unknown, very abundant North Island. Mr. Beck col- 
lected large series lizards, and six rattle snakes and Mr. Ad. van Rossem one 
gopher snake. 

Acknowledgements are due Mr. Henry Kaeding for identification doubt- 
ful species and general help the biota the Islands. 

The following complete list the birds found the Islands, covering 
period from April June 


Ptychoramphus aleuticus. Cassin Auklet. North Island was completely 
covered with burrows this species. During our week's stay Mr. Lamb and ex- 
plored carefully and the approximate census was between six and eight thousand 
burrows. April most the burrows were empty, only one out every five 
that examined being occupied, but June nearly every burrow examined 
contained either young the down incubated egg. few fresh eggs were 
found. The nests most accessible were the rocky soil the Pelican colony 
where simply overturning rock would disclose the egg. found the eggs some- 
times covered with soft sediment, method concealment perhaps. The eggs 
were smooth, and varied color from pure white dark brown from nest stains. 
There was usually one egg burrow; few cases found two birds occupy- 
ing the same burrow. ‘The burrows ranged length from eight inches five feet. 
The nest was usually lined with dry grass and frequently small sticks and feathers. 

Brachyramphus hypoleucus. Xantus Murrelet. The first note this species 
nesting the Coronados was made Mr. Beck April 1908. found two 
sets high the side South Island. collected two females and one male 
June and complete account this species nesting Los Coronados 
Islands found the Vol. XI, no. pages and 

Larus occidentalis. \Vestern Gull. Hundreds Western Gulls were flying 
over the Pelican April and would destroy the eggs every opportun- 
ity. had not yet begun lay, but during the week May June 
nearly all the nests contained young the down incubated eggs. 

Larus californicus. CaliforniaGull. Three birds this species were noted 
April near South Island. 

Puffinus opisthomelas. Black-vented Shearwater. small flock was seen rest- 
ing the water off South Island April 

Oceanodorma socorroensis. Socorro Petrel. Found nesting Middle Island. 
Several adults collected and one fresh egg secured Mr. Lamb June 

Phalacrocorax auritus albociliatus. Cormorant. Nesting scattering- 
the California Brown Pelican colony Adults full breeding 
plumage were taken. June found fifteen pairs nesting (incubated eggs) 
the Pelican colony which was then practically deserted. 

Phalacrocorax penicillatus. Brandt Cormorant. This was far the most abun- 
dant Cormorant the islands. April found acolony over one hundred 
pairs nesting Middle Island. The nests were made dried seaweed and covered 
with guano. sets ranged from three five, four being the commonest. Only 
one set five was noted. June located colony ninety-five pairs onan 
outlying rock the west end North Island which joins the main island 
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natural bridge. The eggs averaged smaller than the ones taken April, and all 
eggs were incubated. 

Phalacrocorax pelagicus resplendens. Baird Cormorant. pairs were nest- 
ing North Island April but their nests were inaccessible. One dead adult 
was found the surf May 31. 

californicus. California Brown Pelican. About five hundred pairs 
nested North Island April colony extended from the south end with- 
one-half mile the north end. The majority the nests contained sets three, 
very few two, but none with more than three. June made 
ful survey the colony and found only four sets eggs, altho many nests the 
first setting contained large young. 

Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs. One shot South Island April 
Beck. 

Heteractitis incanus. Wandering Tattler. One taken April and one April 
both females; not common. 

Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. Very rare; one male taken North 
Island June 

Arenaria melanocephala. Black Turnstone. Common; several taken. 

Haematopus bachmani. Black Oystercatcher. Fairly common ‘all the is- 
lands. Seen only low tide. Three skins taken, one and two June 
showing signs breeding. 

Lophortyx sp.? Quail. Fairly common South Island. few specimens 
secured, but status the species undetermined. 

Falco peregrinus anatum. Duck Hawk. pairs were nesting South 
Island, and two pairs North Island. All nests were inaccessible. Three speci- 
mens were secured. 

Falco sparverius phalena. Desert Sparrow Hawk. One bird, probably this 
species, was seen hovering over North Island April 

Asio accipitrinus. Short-eared Owl. One flusht from bush North Island 
April 

Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. One seen fishing near camp South Is- 
land April 10. 

Aeronautes melanoleucus. White-throated Swift. few seen flying over-head 
South Island April and over North Island June One secured Beck. 

Calypte anna. Anna Hummingbird. Not common; only seen the largest 
island. 

Sayornis saya. Say Phoebe. Seen North Island April 

Empidonax difficilis. Western Flycatcher. Fairly common the hillside 
North Island. 

Empidonax Flycatcher. One taken June North Island. 

Corvus corax sinuatus. American Raven. Saw about six individuals during 
week April April South Island. 

Carpodacus clementis. San Clemente House Finch. birds were abundant 
all the islands. ‘The males were bright fine plumage, the coloration the 
breast and head varying from bright red yellowish orange. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli. Gambel Sparrow. One taken 
land April and several seen North Island April 

Melospiza coronatorum. Coronado Song Sparrow. Fairly common all the 
islands. Three young just able fly were seen Middle Island April 

Spizella passerina arizonae. Western Chipping Sparrow. Noted April 
North Island; rare. 
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Pipilo maculatus subsp.? was seen several times South Island. 

Helminthophila celata. Warbler. Rare; two seen North Island 
April 

Salpinctes obsoletus. Rock Wren. Common; noted all the islands. 
watching pair these birds located their nest near camp South Island April 
was ten feet from the tent and about sixteen feet abovethe water. The nest- 
ing cavity was lined with sticks and pebbles, but contained eggs. 

Polioptila caerulea obscura. Western Gnatcatcher. few were seen South 
Island flitting about low bushes near the top the ridge. About ten individuals 
were seen. 


Pasadena, California. 


FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


The Northern Spotted the Univ. Calif. Mus. Vert. Zool. col- 
lection a specimen (no. 5941) of the Spotted Owl, 2 adult, taken by F. W. Bancroft on Mt. Tamal- 
pais, Marin Co., California, May 23,1896. This appears make the first record the species 
California north west Big Trees, Calaveras County, where found Belding (Land Bds. Pac. 
Dist., 1899, comparison the Tamalpais owl with examples from the San 
Gabriel Mountains Los Angeles county, shows the former belong separate race, very 
probably meriting the name occidentalis caurina. The name occidentale 
caurinum was applied by Dr. C. Hart Merriam to a race discovered in the Puget Sound Region. 
The characters pointed out him XV, January, 1898, 39) seem hold every respect 
for the Tamalpais bird, tho evidently less degree. have never seen example the 
Northern Spotted Owl from the Puget Sound region; but Merriam’s description leaves 
little but that safe using his name for the race the extreme southern end 
the same continuous humid coast region. Briefly, the Tamalpais Owl, compared with 
southern specimens, has the white-spotting everywhere, especially top the head, reduced; 
the dark areas, therefore, extended, and darker; the tippings the tail feathers not 
pure white, but dusky marbled; and the plumage the feet more heavily dark markt, 
GRINNELL, University California, Berkeley, California. 


Sumichrast Blackbird Tamaulipas, Mexico.—Mr. Nelson has be- 
longing this species dives) askin collection (no. 11219; ad.; near Tampico, 
Tamaulipas; Dec. 18, 1908; S.) taken one assistants the open plain half- 
way between Tampico and Altamira, Tamaulipas. was the only individual the species 
secured the time. This somewhat extends the range Dives dives given Ridgway 
his Birds North and Middle America, Part II, page 


Note the Nesting the Cliff Swallow.—On 29, 1909, found set seven 
eggs the Cliff Swallow lunifrons). nest was the usual type, one 
colony under the eaves barn. set this number SHEPARDSON, Los 
Angeles, California. 


Some Unusual Records from Portland, Oregon.—Black-crowned Night 
young male secured July 29, 1908, Government Island the Colum- 
bia, twelve miles east the city. 

Mountain Chickadee (Penthestes gambeli): adult female taken December 10, 1908, along 
the Columbia; was company with flock atricipillus accidentalis. believe this 
the first record from this vicinity. 

Pileolated pileolata): juvenile male taken December 11, 1908, 
east the city, was company with large flock Oregon Chickadees, Winter Wrens and 
Gairdner Woodpeckers, feeding among the willows along the river. very unusual time 
year for this summer warbler considering the cold stormy weather had had for the past two 
months. 

Arctic Horned Owl virginianus subarcticus): during the blizzard 


January, 1909. 
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Vaux Swift (Chaetura vauxii): Two pairs this swift have used chimney old farm 
house near here for their nesting site for several years. hoped they will undis- 
turbed and thus become civilized like their eastern cousin, the Chimney Swift. 

The unusual cold this past winter was hard our resident birds. During January found 
dead birds the snow the following species: Mallard, Varied Thrush, Oregon Towhee, 
Rusty Song Sparrow, Western Meadowlark, Northwestern Flicker and Mountain Quail. The 
China Pheasants stood the cold remarkably well altho they became much emaciated, and know 
several being caught alive and cared for until the snow disappeared. Resident birds are much 
scarcer this spring than they have been for the past five Portland, 
Oregon. 


Two Waders Note from Santa Catalina Island.—Records the following two 
species from California are yet not but that additional ones are interest. The 
Grinnell collection contains male juvenal plumage the Baird Sandpiper 
taken White’s Landing, Santa Catalina Island, California, September 1907. The 
same collection contains juvenal male the Ruddy Turnstone interpres morinella) 
taken at Howland’s Landing, Santa Catalina Island, California, September 3, 1907. Both birds 
secured Mr. Howard Wright.—J. GRINNELL, Berkeley, California. 


Correction.—In THE 1909, 60, paragraph read Baird Fly- 
catcher difficilis bairdi) place Western Flycatcher 
careful examination specimens secured show their affinity the first-named subspecies. 


Further Notes the American Crossbill California.—In the last issue this magazine, 
page 102, neglected state that the second example curvirostra minor referred had 
also been obtained Nicasio. The exact date not known, but was many years ago and 
doubtless winter. 

Under the name Mr. Daggett has recorded six Crossbills taken December 26, 
1898, Pasadena (Bull. Cooper Orn. Club May 1899, request Mr. Daggett has 
sent the measurements these specimens, now his collection Oak Park, 
With very little doubt, the form they represent also just originally recorded. 
Perhaps others our winter records for the pertain the small race. Collectors having 
specimens should re-examine them.—J. GRINNELL, California. 


Correction.—My attention has been called the fact that recént catalogue 
Boulder County birds omitted credit the Red-eyed Vireo record Mr. Horace Smith, who 
recorded the 1908. certainly had intention claiming any credit for the 
record and not know how the omission occurred.—JUNIUS HENDERSON, Colorado. 


Queries.—The publisht literature relating California ornithology, altho relatively volumi- 
nous, still fails inform definitely many apparently easily-obtainable facts are continu- 
ally wanting know. following are some instances point; and highly probable that 
every one these queries can answered various observers from personal experience. 
the replies will general interest and value suggest that each written article, 
either brief extended, for the ‘‘Field and department THE 

migrant. Has anyone specimens? (2) there definite instance the nesting the Lead- 
colored Bush-tit California? should found along the east side the Sierras. (3) Does 
the Wren-tit occur any point east the Sierran divide? (4) Does the Audubon Warbler 
breed anywhere the ‘‘Humid Coast (5). Does the Brewer Sparrow nest anywhere 
west the Sierra Nevada? (6) Has the Western Martin begun nest about buildings exten- 
sively, with the Eastern Martin? (7) very few nesting the Bank Swallow 
California. What its breeding range the (8) Has anyone found any subspecies 
the Fox Sparrow summer the Humid Coast Belt California? (9) What the status 
the Junco reported from the coast region north San Francisco Bay? (10) Does the Bi- 
colored Blackbird intergrade with the San Diego Red-wing? What the subspecific iden- 
tity the Cowbird reported breeding the San Joaquin GRINNELL, 
Berkeley, California. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Pacific Coast Avifauna no. (Bibliography 
California Ornithology) and no. (Ten- 
year Index THE CONDOR) have been mailed 
free Honorary Members the Cooper Club 
and all Active Members arrears for 
dues. you have failed receive yourcopies 
may mean mistake the part the man- 
agement, mean that you paid 
your 1909 dues! Our Business Managers 
announce that they will not send out either 
THE CONDOR Avifauna delinquent mem- 
bers. Nor will delinquent suscribers receive 
this magazine longer than one issue beyond 
the expiration their subscriptions. This 
seems a drastic measure, but prompt payments 
are essential our keeping 
financially. 


mind, where local list species publisht 
occurring’’ the region 
under consideration, tho actual records are yet 
lacking, quote the following appropriate 
remarks made twenty-five years ago 
Stejneger October 1884, 359): 
“Conjectures distribution are always 
dangerous. The next step is, that uncriti- 
cal author takes the statement 
undoubted fact, the assertion goes into other 
works, and future writers will have the greatest 
difficulty tracing back its original 
source. There need extending the 


geographical range species before actual 
facts are 


distinctly retrograde step that which 
understand the Committee has just 
taken: retain the apostrophe and 
possessives. ‘This nota matter 
erned any code nomenclature, and the 
clearly open the grave charge 
arbitrarily making the ruling (to followed 
the forth coming Check-list North Ameri- 
can Birds) contrary concensus opinion 
among ornithologists. will recalled that 
put this very point vote CONDOR 
readers (which include all ornithologists 
America), and resulted the 
support our custom discard the useless 
Any lay bird student just well 
qualified pass judgment upon convenience 
vernacular names any member the 
Committee, perhaps better; and the latter 
should keep mind the preferences the 
majority when preparing the Check-List which 
must serve our guide bird names for 
probably the next decade. 


regret that certain bird students Colo- 
rado have gone far their differences 
opinion the personal element. 
other words, what was originally ornitho- 
logical has gradually developt into personal 
quarrel without general interest, and have 
been compelled refuse space for the latest 
may result from argumentative 
such, relating ornithology, are 
glad But when controversy, 
such the one referred to, becomes merely 
personal, magazine with the purposes THE 
not the place for its exploitation 
(excepting advertising, regular rates!). 


The Hon. Dean Worcester, Secretary 
the Interior for the Phillipine Islands, 
ered two popular lectures birds before the 
Philippine Teachers’ Assembly for 
Assembly held, during April and May, 
Baguio, Province Benguet, the 
resort the Islands. Mr. Richard 
Gregor, assistant the Bureau Science, 
Manila, was instructor the Assembly, 
and gave course the identification birds, 
and the preparation specimens. 


Word comes from Harry Swarth, that 
his explorations the archipelago south- 
eastern Alaska are bringing results 
interest. species birds have been 
found entirely new the avifauna Alaska; 
and several hitherto unvisited islands have 
been found harbor peculiar associations 
bird-life not met with 


Wilfred Osgood, for nearly twelve years 
identified with the important work the 
Biological Survey, has withdrawn from that 
institution, accept the position Assistant 
Curator Mammalogy and Ornithology the 
Field Museum, Chicago. new duties be- 
gan July 
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Warren occupied with all-summer 
collecting trip thru central Colorado. 
reports that his list growing 


the April Northern Division meeting the 
eggs the White-throated Swift described 
the May number this magazine were ex- 
hibited, and proved novelty most those 
present. This probably one the rarest 
Californian bird’s eggs. Altho the birds 
themselves are many places abundant, the 
difficulty access their nests has usually 
prevented even glimpse the eggs. The set 
question, obtained Hanna, has 
been generously added him the collection 
the State Museum Vertebrate Zoology. 


Owing ill health, Mr. Frank Stephens has 
been compelled withdraw from field-work, 
and again his home San Diego. His 
work the end June was the edge 
the Colorado Desert and the Salton Sea dis- 
trict. 


wish call special attention Mrs. 
Meyers’ article this issue the nesting 
habits the Rufous-crowned 
which possible undertake without 
cal accounts this kind are still lacking the 
literature many even our commoner birds, 
such the Lazuli Bunting, Black Phoebe, 
Western Kingbird, etc. 


The University California Summer Session 
more largely attended this year than for 
several years previously. the course the 
Birds, Mammals, and Reptiles California, 
outlined the news columns our last issue, 
there are twenty-two students. The study 
birds the field exciting particular interest; 
altho not part the prescribed work 
outside time freely appropriated for frequent 
class trips. 


There increasing need for convenient 
manual colors, something after the plan 
more extended. ‘The latter work long out 
print; our own copy, for example, has been put 
such good use that becoming sadly 
dilapidated; and there fear that some 
the colors have faded. course the demand 
for such work limited, and its publication 
could expected only from 
institution able stand the heavy cost. Here 


opportunity for some one properly situ- 
ated systematic naturalists invaluable 
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Mr. Beck who for the past year has 
been engaged securing series water birds 
the San Joaquin Valley for the California 
Academy Sciences, now contemplating 
visit the Hawaiian Islands for the purpose 
collecting pelagic birds for the same institu- 
tion. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


THE CONDOR; 

There are two matters about which wish 
call the attention those interested bird 
protection. ‘The first is, that the opening the 
quail season far too early the high Sierras, 
Previous September Ist, the vicinity 
Tahoe, took many tramps 
mountains studying the birds and their habits. 
Just day before September noted 
dozens pairs Mountain Quail with small 
young which had just emerged the egg. 
doubt few also were still sitting eggs. 
Yet the season opened, and 
sportsmen from and other resorts, and 
also many hunters from the ranches about, were 
hunting this very region, viz, Star Lake 
Canyon, the elevation which but little 
more than that Lake Valley, which 6220 
feet. 

Grouse, while they breed earlier than the 
this region, are not always fully grown 
September Ist either, observed juve- 
niles Mountain Meadows, elevation about 
7500 feet, August 24th. feel that what 
true concerning this region applies the 
entire length the Sierras, and these birds 
principally found only the higher 
ranges think for their protection, and for the 
ultimate benefit the sportsman well, the 
season for Mountain Quail should begin 
October 1st, and for Grouse, September 15th. 
have always been puzzled know why the 
season for these birds opens much earlier 
than that the Valley Quail which breeds con- 
siderably earlier than they do. 

experience has led believe that 
dogs the Farallone Islands more injury 
the bird colonies there than any other 
agency. other visitors the islands have 
reached the same conclusion seems that 
something should done have law framed 
prohibiting any one with dogs landing the 
island and prohibiting the keeping any dogs 
they are all government employes seems 
would not very delicate matter. 
may even that the present time dogs 
are kept there, but most people going the 
islands have found one more. During 
visit the dog kept Keeper Kineen did 
untold damage the colonies almost every 
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species bird breeding the island, wreck- 
ing hundreds nests. 
MILTON 
San Francisco, California. 

April 29, 1909 

[The above letter was sent the 
and the following the substance 
the 

You will observe that the new fish 
and game laws, there prohibition the 
killing Mountain quail and grouse 
Sept. 1st, 1911. The Mountain Quail have not 
recovered from the awful demands made upon 
them the market hunters, when the quail 
were allowed the market. Two 
years close season should show great 
improvement, but opinion that the 
sheep have had much with destroying 
the nests both the quail and grouse. 
observation regarding Mountain Quail that 
the northern part the state, especially 
Siskiyou and Shasta Counties, they are well 
able take care themselves September 
fact, the people that region tried 
have the law open August 15th. The 
Mountain Quail has wider range than 
generally supposed; have seen them 
Sonoma County, also Mendocino 
elevation not exceed 1500 feet. One reason 
why there difference the seasons has 
been the influence brought about the people 
living the Sierras who claimed that unless 
they were allowed shoot quail the Ist 
September, they got none all, their 
migrations commence shortly after; but these 
problems will work themselves out Our 
people are becoming more accustomed the 
restrictions and there better sentiment all 
over the state. fact, the improvement has 
been most markt the last four years and 
thru the Legislature can accomplish more 
now than could five years ago. 

With regard the Farallone Islands, that 
territory over which have jurisdiction. 
Federal Reservation, just the same 
the Presidio. The Treasury Department 
Washington exercises control over the Islands. 
Having been witness the damage done 
dogs, letter from you the Treasury Depart- 
ment Washington calling attention the 
matter, the National Audubon Society 
New York, might result some order being 
issued that would tend check this abuse. 

Yours respectfully, 
VOGELSANG 

Chief Deputy Fish and Game Commission, 


Thayer Museum, 
Lancaster, Massachusetts. 
Editor THE 

collector, Wilmot Brown, Jr., still 
the Cape region Lower California. His 
letters are interesting, thought the readers 
the might enjoy them, therefore 


decided publish them. The collecting 
many sets such rare bird Craveri 
rellet and the description their nesting 
habits indeed interesting. 


JOHN 


(Letter no. 1): Paz, Lower California, 
Mexico, January 20, 1909: From Paz 
went sea Buena Vista and from there 
mules Eureka which the coast 
seven milessouth from Buena Vista. Eureka 
made small collection while waiting for the 
mules from Miraflores arrive. The most in- 
teresting species were series the Belding 
Maryland Yellowthroat, Elf Owl and 
Burrowing Owl. the way Miraflores 
made short stay Santiago and collected 
fine series the Belding Maryland 
throat the laguna there. Also took several 
Marsh Wrens and Carolina Rail. Mira- 
flores spent over two weeks collecting while 
waiting for mules. finally secured mules for 
the expedition Sauz Sierra, about two 
and one-half days’ trip with pack mules 
from Miraflores. Sauz being the objective 
point the expedition and excellent region 
for the rare Laguna Sparrow, 
sororia, pitched camp near small 
mountain stream. found very cold 
there, our tent many nights being stiff and 
heavy with ice. get water for cooking 
purposes had break the ice. The eleva- 
tion above the sea about 4,000 feet. 
camped there for about days and secured 
large series Laguna Sparrows. was some- 
times difficult work collecting them 
were found very steep places. The species 
not common there, six day 
was the best could do. Also collected three 
the very rare Xantus Screech Owl, 
and other interesting species the Sierras. 
All are excellent plumage. From Sauz 
returned Miraflores where short stay 
was and two more the Xantus Screech 
Owls were collected and several specimens 
the Elf Owl also. 

From Miraflores took the pack mules 
Santiago and camped the Laguna within 
fifteen feet the tules, and shot Belding 
Maryland Yellowthroats out the back door 
the tent. Also secured two more rails and 
some Marsh Wrens. But the most interesting 
were two fine full-plumaged 
cook getting the malaria fever struck 
camp and returned Eureka with pack mules 
and from there Buena Vista; and two days 
later sea Paz the schooner 
The collection packed cases 
and numbers over three hundred and seventy- 
five specimens. contains every species 
owl recorded from Lower California—that 
from the Cape Region covered Mr. 
Brewster’s book. the Screech Owl there 
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are nine fine specimens. may not out 
place mention Messrs. Belding, 
Bryant, Frazar and Nelson did not meet with 
their expeditions Lower California. 
There also very fine specimen the 
Pigmy Owl from 
you know this very rare bird collec- 
tions. But what pleased most all this 
expedition series eight specimens the 
tiny Micropallas Elf Owl from several local- 
ities. seems the only skins existence 
from Lower California are two specimens 
the National Museum Washington! 
Messrs. Xantus, Bryant, Frazar and Nelson 
failed meet with it, must pretty 
good. the Dwarf Horned Owl there are 
two fine specimens. Also three Barn Owls, 
two Short-eared Owls and three Burrowing 
Owls. From Miraflores and Sauz there 
general collection birds. 

December 26, Sauz, found nest 
Columba fasciata vioscae, with ‘The 
nest was platform twigs, etc. the 
mountain stream nearby the ice was nearly 
inch thick! Several other nests were found 
but contained young ones. 

(Letter no. 2): Paz, Lower California, 
March 10, 1909: arrived here 
few days ago from the islands San Jose, San 
and Callo. San Francisco 
took series Neotoma which may new. 
The object the expedition the Islands was 
make search for the eggs Brachyram- 
pleased write you that took over eggs 
this species rock that lies about two miles 
from San Jose Island. also took series 
skins. found the Murrelets nesting 
the crevices among the rocks the bluff. The 
nest all instances was slight depression 
the earth the end the crevice and general- 
contained two eggs, but some nests only 
contained one. The young take the sea two 
days after being hatched! Twenty-two days 
the period incubation. The males help 
the act incubation, many males being taken 
the eggs the day time. the early 
morning hours, particularly about hour 
before dawn, there was inuch activity among 
the Murrelets, they this time being seen 
pairs chasing each other, and making much 
noise among the rocks. Our tent was the 
foot the bluff and was impossible sleep, 
the Murrelets made much noise; for when 
they fly there loud whirring 
Towards the end our stay they learned that 
the walls our tent were soft and seemed 
take delight butting into their amor- 
ous One pair the excitement must 
have hit head onward, for they dropped 
the ground with thud and fluttered together 
under the side the tent into bed, where 
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was trying sleep. caught them throw- 
ing blanket over them. This the first 
collecting have ever done bed! They 
proved male and female. the day 
time did not observe any the waters around 
the island. They seem feed far out sea, 
for with the exception the setting birds 
the crevices, did not see any the vicinity 
the Islands the daytime. But the 
early hours the morning the rocks the 
bluff seemed alive with them; they all disap- 
peared the approach dawn. species 
has three distinct notes, the one displeasure 
being very harsh. According Mr. Brewster’s 
book, seems only one set eggs this 
species has been taken and that was the 
Island Raza 1875, and was taken Dr. 
Streets. ‘The Island Raza over 300 miles 
north San Jose Island. 

the Island San Francisco, high 
headland overlooking found Bald- 
headed Eagle’s nest. The nest was bulky 
structure and contained two eggs. ‘This set 
seems the first recorded from Lower Cali- 
fornia. Also took set eggs the Fish 
Hawk. Ona Mangrove Island lagoon 
the Island San Jose found Great 
Blue Herons breeding. took about eggs, 
and three sets four eggs and three sets 
three eggs. not mistaken this the 
first colony Great Blue Herons discovered 
Lower California. 

Also took some more Snowy Herons, Oyster- 


catchers, Mangrove Warblers, and Brewster 
Boobies. The above collection was made under 
difficulties. Wecamped Callo Rock 


the foot bluff. With the exception 
few days the wind blew gale during our stay 
there and threatened our tent with destruction. 
had two sailors with me. the second day 
the Island one them deserted and 
returned Paz, for was cold and very 
windy. saved the tent throwing 
wind break rocks. During the gales 
were literally prisoners the rock, for 
could not venture out our boat, the sea 
being too rough. 
Very truly yours, 
JR. 


PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 

BIRDS THE BOSTON PUBLIC GARDEN, 
Bradford Torrey and illustrations. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1909; pp. i-xx, 
1-238; cloth, $1.00 net. 

This book contains the record nine seasons’ 
observations made city park and very 
interesting example what may done 
one pursuing the study way pastime 
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producing something value reason the 
careful and regular attention given it. 

local list, would form complete 
guide those needing some help making 
beginning the field ornithology; 
migration record, has value the 
advanced student, both one the few 
examples publisht field notes and for the 
care and appreciation with which the field has 
been covered. 

one who has felt the same kindling 
enthusiasm the field set apart such 
observers Mr. Torrey and Mr. Wright, that 
ornithology without gun, the words Mr. 
Torrey’s introduction are particularly interest- 
ing. May these words indeed many 
another man upon the delightful 
and, doing, give him that happiness which 
comes from sitting the saddle pet 
hobby horse, ambling his ease, morning 
after morning, over the pleasant only 
quiet city garden. 

The book publisht this well known 
firm’s usual style with pleasing binding and 
careful printing.—H. 


ANNOTATED LIST THE BIRDS 
30ULDER COLORADO, JUNIUS 
HENDERSON. University Colorado Studies, 
Vol. VI, No. Boulder, Colorado; April, 

This list which, according the introduc- 
tion, includes 216 species birds known 
occur Boulder County, compilation 
based upon the publisht and unpublisht 
have workt within the confines the county 
various times. 

The introduction deals with the topography 
the county, and followed bibliography, 
which only partially complete. The remarks 
under each species the annotated list proper 
are exceedingly brief, only enough being said 
establish the status the species. 

Taken whole, the list, which pages 
length, altho written paleontologist, 
quite comprehensive, and aside from the 
usual quota errors citation, omissions, 
etc., and few rather surprising statements 
(e. g., the Lesser Scaup recorded asa 
the list well written and timely 
contribution Colorado Ornithology.—R. 


BIRDS THE WORLD Popular Account 
lines] The Whole Edited Robert Ridg- 
way [one line] with colored plates and 
Henry Holt and Company 1909. Royal 8vo, 
pp. i-xiii, 1-873, ills. and col. pll. (as above). 

Not since the final edition Coues’ Key 
have received book already proving itself 
generally useful the one the above 


title. course its scope totally different 
that one does not think the same con- 
nection the several purely systematic works 
appearing lately. The text is popularly written, 
in the sense of being well-worded in complete 
sentences, and the matter shows itself have 
been culled out present the sort 
information desired the its intended 
readers. Yet there carelessness the 
way of inexact statements, and-as far as we 
have read scientific correctness seems have 
been the ambition the author well 
The convenience having hand abridged 
accounts foreign birds hear frequently, 
makes the book one keep the reference 
shelf along with Newton’s ‘‘Dictionary 
Birds.’’ The chapter classification, giving 
adopted Dr. Knowlton, and approved 
Mr. Ridgway, isa valuable feature. While the 
colored plates are rather poor, the text figures 
are good, tho few are 


MINUTES COOPER CLUB MEETINGS 
NORTHERN DIVISION 


APRIL.—The April meeting the Northern 
Division the Cooper Ornithological Club 
was held the lecture room the Museum 
Vertebrate Zoology Berkeley the 20th 
inst. The meeting was called order 11:30 
with Pres. Fisher the chair and 
the following members present: Fisher, 
Grinnell, Jos. Mailliard, Wheeler, 
Newbury, M.S. Ray, Heinemann, Carriger, 
Miss Alexander, Mrs. Grinnell, Mrs. Burnham 
and Dr. Ella Cool Walker. 

The minutes the last meeting were read 
and approved read. 

The motion was made and carried that the 
secretary cast the unanimous ballot those 
present electing active membership all those 
whose names were presented the last meeting. 
[See list and addresses 
CONDOR. 

The motion was made and carried that the 
Secretary make alist the publications 
the Club’s library disposed and mail 

motion the club adjourned and 
courtesy Miss Alexander those present were 
enabled examine the extensive collections 
contained the new museum. After this all 
assembled beneath large tree near the 
museum where group photo was taken; 
walk was then taken nearby canyon and 
lunch was enjoyed beneath the trees lining 
the stream. 

CARRIGER, 
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